Mas III   - Spring  2014 Class Activity

Week of 2/17/2014
Instructor: Rich Klee 

Website: -  http://users.prf.jcu.cz/~klee/   ( new site
e-mail   -    richkleeus@yahoo.com include your name and class in “subject“

phone 
   -   773 256 128   Please send SMSs only and include your name/class

· Course outline - Prep for Toefl, speaking and writing – more emphasis on writing which seems to be a real hurdle for some students.

· Books – Cambridge TOEFL PREP, Longman’s – all in the library

· I put the .iso image on the server (in the same directory as this doc) – I will leave it there for a week so download it this week . You need something like Nero to burn the image file to a CD – by the way, you need a CD not a DVD disc to make the image.
	Note: now there are instructions how to install a virtual drive  - look at .pdf doc in the same directory as this document. – not when you are finished just go to your Windows browser and select the drive ( a new one) which has the “cd” – you may have to install it.  Instructions courtesy of M. Bartyzal 


· Grading, requirements, courtesy, zapocet.

· Grading – quizzes – every week – first 10 minutes (show up -1 point, get ½ right – 2 points, get ¾ right – 3 points, perfect - 4 points). 1 midterm – given 1 week before last drop date. this year only – the week before Christmas .  2nd final   2nd  or 3rd week of  zkouskovy. Note:  there are no classes during Zapoctak as I will be out of the country.

· Quizzes - 30 %, Tests:  midterm - 30%, Final - 30%,  (Second final - 30%. Note: the 2nd final should be used as an emergency measure – I must know at least 1 month ahead and you must have a good reason). Presentation -5%. Writing 5%. You must get at least 70% of the possible points to get zapocet. 
· Presentation – For the final Toefl presentation you will be given (actually you will draw) a common subject one day before your presentation – you will have one day to prepare for it. You will present it and you will have to be able to discuss it. And in this class we will do something similar – except you will have 1-2 weeks for the preparation.

· Schedule midterm and final
Klee’s 10 rules of dos and don’ts of English.

1. Do not start a sentence with a preposition – unless I have PERMITTED you to do this, do not start sentences with a preposition. DO start a sentence with the subject.  Remember that clauses are like sentences – “where” is especially dangerous.
a. In the garden played the children with the ball.

b. The city had a beautiful park, where played the children.

2. Subject verb agreement – especially in the 3rd person singular – Remember that in the present tense 3rd person will have an ”s” somewhere.
a.  The boy runs 3km every day.

b. The boys run 3 km every day. 

3. Usage of words that have one word in Czech, but two in English – this is really a bad mistake which results in people not understanding you
a.   Lend me your pencil please.

b.  Borrow me your pencil please. 

c. Give it on the table.

d. Other nasty ones – go/come, teach/learn/study, opportunity/possibility, put/give, make/do, control/check, attend/visit( a class) write/take(an exam)

4. Pronounce your d’s, g’s, b’s correctly at the end of the words. 
a. Pronunciation  - hat, head, had;  bet, bad, bat, bed; Xs, eggs; pick, pig, peek; bit, bid, beat, bead; said, sad, sat set;  lip, leap; close, clothes compare to close (opposite of open); kid, kit; think, thing, wail, veil; shoot, should; box, bucks, bogs, bug; warm, worm; war, where, were, wear.

b. He had a hat on his head. I bet there is a bad bat in your bed. I beg you to bring back my bag. The sad man set the table and said hello to his brother who sat down next to him. 

c. Pronounce your vowel lengths correctly – a’s vs ea’s, oo’s vs. ou’s   John is dead. John is a dad.

5. Do not use “some” except for uncountable nouns. If you want to say: 
a. Some man on some bus, just say

b.  A man on a bus.

6. Do use personal possessive pronouns with body parts and relatives. Actually use possessives more.
a. My arm hurts, You stepped on my foot, his wound has healed nicely.

b. Their grandma will be 90 this week, my dad was really mad at me.

7. Know these idiomatic expressions:

a. How come? – Why?
b. Since then – from that time (in the past) forward.
c. So far – dosud
d. As I said before. Not how was told before 
e. Dos and don’ts– things you should do and things you shouldn’t do
f. …said to be…  - people say this – it may not be true

g. Never mind – forget it, it wasn’t important .  (in most cases it is not “ it doesn’t matter”)

h. Excuse me vs. please – when addressing someone use “excuse me”

i. Take an exam (not write an exam).

j. You are right. Not you have the truth.

k. Over here! To get someone’s attention.

8. Get your plurals straight:
a. Information, experience,

b. But accommodations, 
9. Learn the easy rules: Lot of grammar rules are quite simple  and you need to know these:
a. Such, so – It’s such a nice day; It is so nice today.

b. Many, few, little, much 

c. Where to put also, never, sometimes…
d. Capital letters – English, the Czech Republic, German language, German people
10. Use prepositions correctly. Prepositions are very important to you being understood

a. Around (around the corner)

b. With verbs – listen to (always), said to vs. told, explain to(99%), recommend to ( 95%).  

c. By – the bus went by.

d. Ago – five years ago. 

e. In front of – in front of the train station (place).

f. By and until (time).
· Evaluation quiz – listen to Toefl listening and go over the meaning:
1. We weren’t on exactly good terms
2. Me neither ( vs. me too)

3. Could you go over it one more time

4. Moving into a different dorm room 

5. Foreign language requirement

6. Easy

7. Jacket – you got to put a stop to that.
8. I didn’t realize – terrific
9. Going hiking
10. Call in advance

11. Dozens of , hang in there , something will turn up 

12. We covered in class
13. Power failure ,it’s not as though it’s your fault

14. I feel sorry for, over her cold get cold, rotten.

15. I am not big on art galleries, check this one out

16. Taken care of 

17. Work out, would you mind

18. You placed on reserve, they might not have gotten to it.

19. Grab a bite, I guess, hang on, tie you over

20. Guideline

21. These days

22. Handwriting is kind of sloppy

23. How awful

24. Sprained your ankle

25. In you price range, it’s a little beat up

26. Backpack up and down
27. Easy

28. Lab, nearby, I guess so

29. Out of the way, up the street (down the street), at the Grove

30. leaving it up to us
Homework:   Learn the ten Rules -  and I mean don’t look at them for 5 minutes and say :        “ Yeah, piece of cake.”  

Get the Cambridge Toefl Prep CD and listen to the first 18 question of Listening test 1.

Know, and understand the scoring system, when the tests are and so on.
Week of 2/24/2014
· Quiz
· Finish Listening to the 30 question of TOEFL. 

· How to listen to the Cambridge CD.

· Task based role playing: Mansion Owners looking for a manager.

· Divide up the class into two groups ½  and  ½.

· One group will be “extremely rich, mansion owners who are seeking a reliable caretaker.

· The job is specifically: 
· To take care of a large house (a mansion) –manage people who work there ( the gardener ,the cook, the maid)

· organize social events

· schedule maintenance and repairs
· take care of all the different pets the owner has ( 2 dogs, one ferret, 3 aquariums with expensive tropical fish and a large parrot – Hyacynth Macaw.
· The owner – employer is gone 70% of the time. You have many things at your disposal. Your own account to pay the bills with, 4 cars (one a beautiful red Ferrari), all the key to all the gates, doors, your own private bedroom and bathroom.

· The second group are potential caretakers who are seeking employment – they all have previous experience.

· Each potential caretaker has a specific problem – you are given a piece of paper telling you  your problem

· Each mansion owner  has a specific problem – you are given a piece of paper telling you  your problem

· First talk among the members of your group – the Mansion owners – what kind of problems  may  the future caretakers have?  - the future employees – what kind of a boss will the mansion owner be?    - 5-10 minutes .

· You all will “interview each other. – one mansion owner talks with one potential caretaker for 5-7 minutes and then everybody rotates.  40-60 minutes.

· During the interview:

· You cannot lie, but you do not need to tell the whole truth either. And you certainly do not want to volunteer any information against you if nobody asks for it. So if you are a mansion owner you should not ask: ”Are you a pedophile?”, but rather start asking how they feel about children and so on.
· Stop and figure out (as a whole class) what problem each Mansion owner and caretaker suffers from.

Homework:   Listen to the first 18 questions of the listening practice 1 of your Cambridge CD. Listen to it once, twice, three times until you understand them – display the text if you don’t understand it. Google phrases such as : ”Heads or Tails”, “piece of my mind.” 

Week of 3/3/2014

· Quiz
· What kinds of questions are on Toefl?

               PART A: SHORT CONVERSATIONS 
Part A consists of 30 short conversations. Each of these conversations consists of a two-line exchange between two speakers. The exchange is followed by a question about what was stated or implied by the speakers. The topics are typical of life on a university campus. 

· Gist questions ask about the main idea of the conversation. The gist may or may not be clearly stated in the exchange. Typical gist questions might ask: 

What does the man/woman mean? 

What does the woman/man say about X?
· Inference questions generally test information that is not explicitly stated in the dialogue. They often ask you to make connections between what the two speakers said. Typical inference questions might ask: 

What does the woman/man imply? 

What does the man/woman imply about X? 

What can be inferred about the woman/man? 

What does the man/woman imply that X should do? 

What can be inferred from the conversation? 

What can be inferred about the speakers?  

· Advice and suggestion questions ask what the one speaker suggests or recommends that the other speaker do. The advice or suggestion may or may not be clearly stated in the dialogue. Typical advice or suggestion questions might ask: 

What does the woman/man suggest the man/woman do? 

What advice does the woman/man give to the man/woman?
· Prediction questions ask about what the speaker(s) will probably do next. Typical prediction questions might ask: 

What will the woman/man probably do (next)?
· Vocabulary questions ask about the meaning of common idiomatic expressions. Typical vocabulary questions might ask: 

What does the man/woman mean?
· Some ideas you should identify (some of them can be quite subconscious.

· Identify the main topic or idea in short spoken exchanges, extended conversations, and short   lectures 

· Identify the purpose(s) and role(s) of the speaker(s) in short spoken exchanges, extended conversations, and short lectures 

· Identify major points and important details in short spoken exchanges, extended conversations, and short lectures 

· Recognize speakers’ attitudes or degree of certainty 

· Make generalizations and inferences about the speaker and the situation 

· Predict outcomes based on stated and implied information 

· Finish Listening to the 30 question of TOEFL. 

· Talk about homework

Homework:   Form teams of 2.

The following teams have been formed:
Jitka - Matej – Entertainment

Honza - Marek -- Sports 

Aneta - Eliska – Weather

Jana - Julie – Health

Tomas - Zdenka – World events

Jakub - Lukas -- Business

And the Thursday class – didn’t get the names 
There are 2 people who are missing – come and see me .
 You will report on the following topics:  1) World Events, 2) Czech Politics, 3) Sports,
4) Entertainment, 4) Science, 5) Health, 6) Business/Economy, 7) Weather
Next time you (your team) will report on these subjects. The report should be:
1) Factual – get your facts off a good site such as BBC, CNN and so on.

2) Each reporter will talk about 2-4 minutes. You cannot read this, but you can have a palm-sized piece of paper with notes, bullets, names, and dates or numbers.

3) There must be interaction between the reporters – means you will have to practice together at least a little bit.

Week of 3/10/2014

· No Quiz  - Reporting

· Listen to  this: http://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_the_key_to_success_grit.html
· Another set of idiomatic phrases from an  actual Toefl test

To warm up  –  before exercise, being a bit shy and then warming up
To go over (a point) – study in more detail

To hang in there  –  to “keep on fighting” during hard times
To get over –  to pass through a rough time  - get over a cold, get over a relationship, 
To feel sorry for – to have sympathy for somebody 
Check this one out – to take a closer look 
I am not big on something – not really liking it too much

To take care of – to take the responsibility to resolve something
To work out (a problem) – to find a solution 
They may not have gotten to it  – it has been delayed ( they don’t have the time to work on it)

To make it through ( a class, winter) – to survive 
To tie over  – to use something temporarily until a real solution or a part can be found.
To beat up – to cause body harm through fighting
Out of the way – not in a convenient location, to do something extra for somebody

Up the street (down the street) – indicating locations – not necessarily up or down a hill.

Leave it up to us – let us take care of it.

Do a mock test  -first 27 questions 
Homework:   Make sure you understand the idiomatic phrases

Find all the meanings of the word “grit” Listen to it again a be prepared to answer TOEFL like questions on the next quiz

Week of 3/17/2014

· Quiz

· Finish the last 10 questions of the   practice Toefl test

· Talk about longer conversation /lecture
· Do a practice lecture test 
Homework:  Study the following phrasal verbs:

· Happy Birthday, now blow out the candles.

· The Bomb will blow up in a minute – Run!

· Can you pick me up – my car has broken down.

· Wash up the dishes after dinner!

· We used up all the milk and now I can’t make the pudding.

· Give it up – you are too short to play basketball.

·  My grandmother cannot keep up with all the changes. 

· After lunch grandpa nods off in front of the TV.

· I didn’t drink that beer; you made a mistake - don’t rip me off.

· I saw my boyfriend off at the train station.

· We set up the trap to catch that mouse.

· Look out! The tree is falling!

· People mix up “I” and “y” in Czech grammar.

· When will you pay back the money I lent you?

· Please, pick up Johnny from preschool.

· They knocked down the old house to build a new one.

· The girl was knocked down by the car with only a minor injury, but her dog was run over.

·  He left out one “m” in the word “comma.”

· I had so many plans for the future, but I ended up washing dishes at McDonalds. 

· He turned down my generous offer.

· We are running out of money – we need to cut down on our expenses.

· I had to look up “miscellaneous” in the dictionary.

· I am not holding up well under all this pressure.

· Give my mom a present – she needs to cheer up.

· My father’s flu kept him away from work for couple of days.

· I am cold – turn the heater on, please.

· I accidently threw away my keys with the garbage.

· Don’t panic, calm down – everything will be OK.

· The gangster beat him up and he is in the hospital now.

· I believe your promise – don’t let me down.

· I am looking forward to my vacation.

· Look out! He’s got a gun!

· Someone is calling – could you pick up the phone.

· Could you fill in this form.

· He was using pot at 10, Pervetin at 15, and he ended up on heroin at 20.

· After they split up she started going out with Joe.

· Before buying that shirt you should try it on.

· I can’t print this report – somebody used up all the paper.

· I need to try out the car before I buy it.

· I threw away this amazing opportunity.

· My mother told me off for breaking her favorite vase.

· I always mix up the neighbor’s twins.

· I was so tired I nodded off in the morning lecture.

· I don’t like to look back at bad memories.

· Does everybody have cake? – did I leave anybody out?

· Lot of boys look up to rock stars and start their own bands.

· Sorry I am late – I was held up at the post office. ( two meanings)

· I would like to point out that the TV is not broken-it’s just not plugged in.

Homework:   Study for the Midterm.
Here is what parts of the Cambridge CD will be on the test:
· Test 2  - first 10

· Test 3 -  between Q 8-Q16

· Test 4 – Q10-Q18

· Test 5 – Q20  Q35

· Test 6 -  Q 30 to the end
Week of 3/24/2014

·  Answer questions about phrasal verbs
· Explain homework about jokes
· Midterm

Homework:  Look at this site: http://www.ucla.edu/academics/     and http://www.admissions.ucla.edu/infoprospective.htm
Look at it carefully – the next quiz will be on this information  - so take notes – you can use them in the quiz. How many? How much? Where? Who? And so on…

What does this mean: “UCLA offers 125 majors“ 

Week of 3/31/2014

· Quiz – UCLA
· Go over midterm  writing:
Last time I was looking for someone, who will take care of our mansion, I made a list of things, I need to know about the potential employee.


First of all I would love to have a person with experience. For instance,  I would like to see a recommendation  from the last employer. 

Second, I want someone easygoing and hardworking with a sense of responsibility – someone I can rely on when I am gone.

Although it is not a long list, it took me six months to find a person like this. On the other hand, we are very satisfied now.
· Schedule debates/ presentations

· US universities and colleges

· Vocab –  
· campus, tuition, financial aid, scholarship, admission, student union, term paper, master thesis, calculus, freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, undergraduate, graduate, post-graduate, infirmary, grades -  A,B,C, D, F, GPA, major,   orientation, graduation, commencement,  curriculum, registration, enrollment (matriculation doesn’t really exist – certainly there is no ceremony),  gym, rec hall, transcript, high school, dorm (dormitory) cafeteria, probation, leave of absence, fellow, fellowship (post doc researcher), TA (teacher’s assistant),  final, midterm, registrar, lab

· Debate – which system is better – the European or the US one???

Homework:  Go over the Am. University vocab.
Week of4/7/2014

· Quiz  - university vocab
Look at the IT crowd – the .avi and .srt (subtitle) files are in this directory 
Look at the different scenes – you should have at least one question per scene

Scenes:  

1. Roy playing poker on his PC- Jen is relaxing reading a magazine

2. Philip comes to borrow “Heat”

3. Debate/Invitation over going to the theater

4. Roy and Moss inform Jen about Philip’s sexuality

5. Richmond tells them they shouldn’t go

6. Discovering what the show is about/ meeting Philip

7. Getting tickets. Jerome makes fun of Roy’s Irish English

8. The show starts – the United Queendom

9. Philip is reacting very positively/ Roy is disgusted/Moss is very open minded

10.  Intermission starts – Roy is not happy with Moss

11. At the bar – Roy doesn’t like, Jen sings “I love willies”

12. The toilet guy

13. Roy goes to the “disabled” restroom

14. Roy  is playing disabled to avoid embarrassment

15. Moss uses the “staff” toilet

16. Roy gets a wheelchair

17. The policeman questions Roy 

18. The police wants to talk to the red bearded Caucasian male 

19. Jen thinks you have to be gay to like the show

20. Roy is lifted and lowered in his wheelchair

21. Jen and Philip backstage

22. Jen’s surprise – Roy’s stolen wheelchair/ Moss behind the bar

23. Roy meet Laura Nightly

24. The Irish playing their jokes

25. Jen  and Philip say goodbye – Philips confession

26. Roy is going to Manchester

Homework:  Look at IT crowd couple of times to understand it really well.
Week of4/7/2014

· Quiz  - IT crowd – Toefl Type quiz
· And more idiomatic English

· Goes with (clothing)
· We are all out (of toilet paper)

· Keep giving me the run around (Kafka’s world in the Castle)

· Sign up (enroll)

· Bump into somebody

· Come down with (flu, cold)

· Give me a buzz (call me), he buzzed me in

· To get a point across ( to make a statement)

· I don’t get it (I don’t understand)

· To go out of business ( to go bankrupt)

· Look it up (phone number, address)

· Does that pose a problem for you? ( is that a problem ?)

· Messed up on the test ( did badly)

· Cut a bit off at the end ( remove a small amount)

· It can’t hurt can it? ( there is no harm in doing it?)

· I’ve learned the ropes ( I know how to do it now)

· The sign up period (is until Oct 12, has expired)

· He should be able to keep up with you

· I’ll go get in line. Get in line!

· A tentative yes (yes, maybe)

· A check up (medical)

· Hand it in ( turn in the assignment)

· Skip two weeks of class ( be absent for 2 weeks)

· Steve Job’s commencement speech at Stanford  

Homework:  Look at Steve job’s speech – try to understand it. There is a transcript of it somewhere on the net if you really need it.

Know the phrases above 

Week of4/22/2014

· Quiz  - Job’s speech
· Scheduling debates: 

· Should Czech Universities charge tuition? 10,000 Kc a year.
· Should we spend money on Space exploration  ( in general)?

· Should organs for transplantation be sold ?– kidney -$10,000, heart - $50,000

· Should hate crimes have a more severe punishment?

· Is Israel justified in owning nuclear weapons?

· They own them – see the case of a technician

· History

· Geography of  Israel

· Drugs, such as marijuana, mushrooms, cocaine, should be legalized.

· War on drugs

· Individual rights

· Kids learn by example

· European Union Grants 

· Great way to improve things – bus stop displays telling us when the bus is coming

· Terrible waste of money – “the ship channel between Budejovice and Hluboka”

· Hate speeches and hate groups should be banned. 

· They are hurtful and only cause resentment among people

· They are part of the idea of free speech and reflect what people think

· Is the 3 year maternity leave good for the mothers?

· Mothers should be able to bond to their children

· Future employers look at all young women them as “potential baby machines.” 

·  Should we move the retirement age to 70?

· More work, less government expenditures

· Not fair – people worked their whole life knowing they can retire at 65.
· Should we move the retirement age to 70?

· More work, less government expenditures

· Not fair – people worked their whole life knowing they can retire at 65.

· Increase the property tax on in the Czech Republic by 100%.

· Ridiculously low – people don’t sell

· People’s investment for the future

· Should people we allowed to take dogs to restaurants and bars?

· Not hygienic
· Dogs are like children to lot of people 


Homework: Look up these binomials – know what they mean?

Death toll

In harm’s way,

Pitch black

Peace and quiet

Law and order,

Pros and cons

No ifs and buts

Black and white

Black and blue

Stars and stripes

Loud and clear

Back and forth

Nook and cranny

Touch and go

Trial and error

Pure and simple

All or nothing

Do or die

Sink or swim

Take it or leave it

Give and take

Sick and tired

Huff and puff

Willy nilly

Face to face

Back to back

Bumper to bumper

Neck and neck

Cool, calm and collected

Big fat and ugly

Deaf dumb and blind

Lock stock and barrel

Hook line and sinker

Red, white and blue

Tom, Dick and Harry

Week of4/28/2014

· No Thursday classs – Tuesday class has a campus tour – bench, birch, dumpster, arcade, bike rack, 
Week of5/5/2014

· A Real short quiz on  the binomials/colocations
· Debates
