Critics claim the $51bn cost of the Sochi Games, the most expensive Winter Olympics in history, and alleged corruption are evidence of endemic problems. Photograph: Julian Finney/Getty Images
High above the subtropical Black Sea resort in which President Vladimir Putin has constructed his glittering Olympic Park, the Sochi ski jump stands in the cooler mountain air as a symbol of the extravagance and alleged waste that has characterized the buildup to these Games.
Putin, whose personal plea to International Olympic Committee (IOC) members in 2007 helped to win the Games for Sochi, has long wanted the event to showcase his vision of a "new Russia".
But, amid teething troubles at venues and hotels built virtually from scratch at a claimed cost of $51bn and the arrival of 6,000 athletes and team members, critics claim that the huge cost of the Games, the most expensive in history, and alleged corruption are evidence of endemic problems. Up to a third of the budget is said to have been swallowed up by kickbacks and bribes, although Putin denies this.
The RusSki Gorki Jumping Centre complex cost $265m (£162m) – more than six times the original estimate of $40m – as flaws in the construction and ballooning costs became an embarrassment and resulted in the official responsible being summarily dismissed and fleeing for the UK.
Putin's critics cite the escalating cost, including $8.7bn spent on a road and rail link to connect the coastal cluster of venues to the mountains, as evidence that the IOC has allowed its prize asset to spiral out of control.

